: WM ease 2004/08/5&36@3?379%1142A0021ooo1(m1 -0 ac

(svsnnm)

LY e
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13 MAY NSC MEETING
A1

THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT .-

I. The Mayaguez remains anchored .a

off Koh Tang island.
A. A ¥ransfer of personnel from the ship to
the island occurred between 0600 and 0700
EDT today, and it seems likely that j@?ﬁ%ﬁf
most of the crew have now been moved to
the island.
IT. | 25X1

[__Ithe Khmer Communists are also holding a num-

ber of Vietnamese refugees and may be keeping them

on Koh Tang or some other offshore island.

. The Khmer Communists appear to have augmented
their naval force in the vicinﬂ;y of the Mayaguez
since the ship's seizure.

el |
A. This afternoon a total\ﬁéfflvgﬂpatrol craft(?sm(yé ('

7]
near the shlz and 1sland ‘UF’EE i?"?!z‘ d

boats and the island has been continu-

ing against US aircraft in the are%% .
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Iv. The Communists have the capability to further
reinforce.
A. They probably captured intact most of the
military equipment under GKR control prior

to the fall of Phnom Penh.

B. In naval strength, the GKR had between 22
and 25 armed patrol craft operating out
REAM .

of RBam Naval Base in Kampot Pravince. Of

these, 17 to 19 were coastal patrol boats,

4 to 5 were riverine patrol boats, and one

was a submarine chaser.

1. Cureent aerial reconnaissance indicates
that the Khmer Communists have at least
13 of these patrol craft in their pos-
session.

2. The KC probably have enough qualified
personnel to operate them.

3. We bel&ve that the MC will be unable to
lwuove
diszert other craft from the nava(]kiase

.(jaouv\ Hee f\fél(;“i qarou

near Phnom Penﬁﬂto the Gulf of Thailand

in the next few days.

cC. As for air strength, preliminary analysis

of 12 May photography showed three T-28
£fighters and a total of six Gm#ﬂ:andwC:13iwnﬁfl“ﬁPéFﬁi
1
Approved For Release 2004/08/3ECIR EJP79R01142A002100010011-0




Approved For Release 2004/08/3ECIREDP79R01142A002100010011-0

aircraft at Kompong Som airfield. There
e AU U fle (00-odd
is also a substantia%mnumber oﬁ\T—28 air-

(=€t

crafgﬂat Pochentong Airfield near Phnom
Penhwilen ¢ fell.

1. The KC have no qualified pilots, but
S e
there is some chance that sk former

L\}OU(CL \C[ (Y
KAF pilotsAeeaiéwbéiﬁ§é§tt02éupportC)é

AN
naval operations in the Gulf of Thai-
land.

2. @§Even if former KAF pilots were em-
ployed, their effectiveness would be

S
minimal in the face of hostilgﬂaircraft.

In ground Strength, KC combat forces atKom-

pong Som total some 2,000 troops, imeluding—

elements—of - , rd Jdocal - foree .

—unitss+ This force could be quickly augmented g

“rewesoe, by the remaining 14, 000 troops

scattered throughout southwestern Cambodia.

y /such Movements probably would be unde
ected and e m \Qavé\¥£§:§\§;;€§€:25223yn

2,
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¥ 1. At last count there were at least eight
105-mm howitzers at Ream, and more could
be sent from other areas.

2. To transport troops by sea, the KE have

{2 LSV, ( LTu)
at least three military craf%ﬂat Ream
and Kompong Som, with a minimum capabil-
ity to move 1,600 troops at once.

3. The May 12 photography also shows Sillee
five freighters, eleven barges, two
tugboats, and several dozen lo%istics
craft in the Kbmpong Som - Ream area.

g eBha. Mayaguez.. remains. andored. about 300

apgrds gL “Hoh Tang islan
deppootranfer -of personneyl  f£rom-the:
ship to.the ivland occurrqfl between . .
8600 and:0700 EDT today -an¥ it-seems .-
+ikely-€hat all or mest of the crew.

havea..nouw bheen moved. to. the illandi

25X1

ewkhner.. Communists are -also holding-a.. -3
Vietnamese refugees and -may be keeping themwggjﬁﬂkw

Tang.or.soue othex offshore tsland™ %
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In the first public Chinese response to the incident, vice-

premier Teng Hsiao-ping told newsmen in Paris that "there

is nothing China could do" should the US elect to use

force to free the ship and crew. Teng denied any knowl-

edge of a possible Chiense mediatory role.

A. Meanwhile East German commentary has Rﬁétrayed the
incident as evidence of a new US "provocation"

against Cambodia.
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RHJﬁPIT’S '%U’ TO-U.5, MAR ACTIOH FROM. THﬁI-*QILV
8%1%2 332 aﬁﬁﬁhﬁﬁ THE HATION TN ENBLISH.14 MAY 75 P4 BK

sl I eeeind

(EXCERPTS) Yﬁﬁiiﬁﬁf,ﬁﬂﬁ»I?E-fﬁI?E&~S?R?E8 YESTERDRY
HFFERRED TO BE HERDING TOWRRD A MEW DIFLOHATIC COLLISION OVER. 4.S.
FLANS TO SEND 1,000 WARIHES-TO THAILAND FOLLONING THE CRUBGDIAY
SEIZURE OF AN AMERICAN WERCHAMT SHIP 1N INTERNATIONAL HATERS,
PRINE HINISTER M.R. KHUKRIT-PRAMOT.SAID.LAST MIGHT. THE
GOVERNHENT WILL MOT ALLOW THE MARINES.TD.ENTER THE LDUNTRY.

HE ADDED THAT HEASURES HAVE ‘ALREADY BEEN LAID pOKN. T8 ??E%EH? THE
.5, FROGH SENDING THE MRRIMES HERE.. HE BIE HKOT.DISCLOSE BETRILS
F-THE HERSYRES, - -

* THE HRBINES, HOW BRSED IH E?Iﬁ WRs. HERE .ORBERED TQ “RFREPARE. T8
DEPART SOOH® ”ﬁ i~?EEHD-EIR=EESEh
EEELiEE VCHTEQDB? PRINE MINISIER KHUKRII.SAID THAILAKD
T RLLOW THE 4.8, TO HAGE A UP? HITH CARBODIA FROA.THRAL EBI
- PRIME- HINISTER KHUKRIT PRANMDT. YESTERDAY AFTERMOON 84
THE U5, EBBRSSY WINISTERy EDHARD E. MRSTERS..TO SOVESNH
HOUSE RED [HFORMED HIN OF THE THAL.SIA igw

E LR KHUKRITy HHO HAS ﬁETI“E I THE CAPRCITY. OF THE
o FORELGN HINISTER, WRRNED-JHE. U.S.. MINISTER RGRINST DRAGAING
 THARILAKD INTD THE DISPUTE.

THE PREHIER RS YESTERDAY. RPPOINTED. ROTING-FOREIGK WIHISTER RND
HILL HOLD THE POSITION UNTIL FORETGN RINISTER LHH CHRI {5"JEQ%H '
RETURNS FROH THE RSEAN RINISTERIAL COHFEREMNCE ﬁJSL LUHPUER,

i% A ;‘ 18467 gyg;gesnss
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» SECRET

KOH TANG

Based on December 1973 observations by an American who was on

Koh Tang.

--There were two navigational stations on the nother/north-
western part of the island. Each had an antenna of about

150 feet and a small hut housing a generator.

-~-There were about eight areas on the north/northwestern
section of the island where helicopters could land; these
were near the navigational stations.

--The only feasible landing area was about half-way downvon
the eastern side of the island. Even here, however, a
128 foot boat with a 12-15 draft could only get within
400-500 meters of the shore.

~-~The island was covered wth shrub and scrub brush, about
20-30 feet in height.

--There were no inhabitants on the island, no reads (only
foot trails), no structures except for the navigational
stations, and no airstrip.

--Water depths around the island--at about five kilometers off-
shore~-were 34-41 fathoms on the west, and 22-33 fathoms on
the east.

--The prospects for oil in the area of the island is very

good. There are also tin and manganese on the island.

SECRET
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